
THE DURABLE CHALK BOARD THAT HAS

BECOME THE BENCHMARK OF QUALITY

Over half-a-million chalk boards produced from durable vitreous enamelled steel have

been installed in Southern African schools and educational institutions since 1956. 

Boris Yawitch, one of the founders of Vitrex – the leading manufacturer of these cost-

effective writing boards – has been involved in the chalk board industry for almost 35

years. “The durability of these boards is quite remarkable. Some units installed in the

Western Cape as far back as the 1950s are still in use. No wonder the vitreous enamelled

steel chalk board subsequently became the SABS quality yardstick with the adoption of

the SABS CK36 standard,” Yawitch observed.

The original  green vitreous enamelled steel  chalk board synonymous with classrooms

eventually  evolved  into  the  upmarket  white  writing  board  that  is  now the  norm for

corporate training. Vitrex has over the years  also diversified into the production of an

extensive  range  of  ancillary  educational  and  audio  visual  products  such  as  pinning

boards,  lockable  notice  boards,  as  well  as  writing  equipment,  lecterns,  overhead

projectors, and projection screens. From simple wall mounted boards to complex multi -

surface combinations the Vitrex systems will cater for almost any requirement.

Chalk boards and white boards have a vitreous enamelled steel surface created when an

application of an inorganic coating consisting of glass, oxides and various minerals is

fused to a steel base in the furnace at the Vitrex Jet Park plant, at temperatures of around

740 degrees Celsius for chalk boards and 820 degrees Celsius for white boards.

Chalk  board  surfaces  are  matt  and  finely  structured,  olive  green  in  colour,  giving

maximum chalk contrast and readability, whilst at the same time remaining easy to erase.

Optimum viewing is ensured from all angles due to the almost total absence of reflection.

White board surfaces are semi-gloss therefore suitable for use with dry felt pen markers

and  are  thus  dust  free.  This  is  of  particular  importance  in  environments  such  as

laboratories, hospitals, computer rooms and food processing areas, where the presence of

dust may pose a health hazard or cause technical problems with sensitive equipment. 

The final product results in a robust board with a surface of unlimited durability that

retains the magnetic properties of steel and is corrosion proof.

“Vitrex’s  Teach-a-Board  range  of  chalk  boards,  for  example,  was  developed  for  use

outside as well as inside the classroom, and is ideal for field trips and sporting events or

as a fixture inside the classroom,” Yawitch added.  
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Three generations have learnt from it: the vitreous enamelled steel chalkboard has been

produced in South Africa for almost half a century.
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